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I believe the government should never be allowed any unauthorized online data access regardless of the circumstances. The only information the government should be allowed to access is public records or materials posted online that an individual has consented to share. When a person posts material such as pictures or a personal blog, this information should be considered to be in the public domain because it is the individual’s own responsibility to scrutinize the information before they this content public. Personal information such as bank accounts, credit records, browsing history, emails, and conversations are the property of the owner and the government should not have the ability to access them. These examples are not posted for other people to view, but are made with the intention of being private transactions. 

Some individuals would argue that it is idealistic to assume that the government will only use online information for national security. For example, every individual expects the government to protect them from terrorist attacks; if the terrorists are emailing plans of attack back and forth, most individuals would want the government to intercept the messages and sabotage any threats. However, with the vast amount of information that could be made available on the internet, it is impossible to limit the government’s activities strictly to terrorists. Allowing the government to access any specialized information, would not restrict them from expanding their reach into all information that is available through the internet. This could lead to government abuse of public privacy.

Webster defines privacy as “freedom from unauthorized intrusion.” If the government was allowed to intervene in the private lives of citizens, they could collect information such as websites visited, who their friends are, and their interests and hobbies. These personal details ultimately could be used without the individual’s knowledge to make decisions about their future, such as admission to a college or hiring decisions. The fact that these pieces of information are not put forth by the applicant and are discovered through indirect sources without the individual’s knowledge, are unethical. For purposes of illustration let’s use an example of a fictitious person named Shelly. Shelly is applying to college and when she was 12, made a mistake of illegally downloading the newest Spice Girls song. If the college had this information at their disposal, the college could deny her admission because they consider the downloading as “cheating.” Or in another example, what if the college had access to Shelly’s instant messaging and email activity and interpreted an outburst of frustration like “I’m so angry, I could kill someone”, and believe that she is a murderer, deny her admission, and report her to the police. Both of these examples demonstrate how easily information taken out of context can be misconstrued and misused. The government should not have access to this type of personal information or be able to pass it on to other organizations without the consent of the individual. 

If the government were to sell my personal information to third parties, I would feel angry and violated because I believe that it is the government responsibility to protect the citizens under its law. Not to abuse this privilege.  I should be able to select and decide which relevant information can be shared with companies, schools, and other third parties. I should have the final decision of what information is shared in all cases, no exceptions. None of my information should be volunteered without my consent. The government has no right or reason to be investigating my life or online activities. They should not be intruding into my personal life and accessing any information that I do not put forward. 


The internet is a useful tool that has helped individuals obtain information quickly and easily. It has revolutionized the way information is retrieved and is easily accessible through electronic media such as cellular phones and personal computers. Every day, each of us performs multiple actions on one of these internet-linked devices, thereby leaving “electronic fingerprint” history behind. These “fingerprints” should be considered the property of the individual.

The internet should be a means of accessing information, not an unauthorized information source for the government.
